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WELCOME TO the Spring edition 
of the Dorchester Heritage 
Magazine.

There is always a sense of great potential at 
this time of year. The milder days and spring 
flowers really lift the spirits and provide 
every reason to feel hopeful.  Dorchester is 
blossoming right now and 2022 looks set to be 
a very good year.

The Tourism Partnership formed last year 
is busy working on delivering the Heritage 
Tourism Strategy, agreed by the Dorchester 
Joint Heritage Committee, and supported by 
Matilda Manley, recently appointed as Tourism 
Development Officer. It has got off to a great 
start, with a full events programme and other 
initiatives, which can be followed on the new 
Discover Dorchester website, town app and 
Facebook page.

This Spring provides some great oppor-
tunities to find out more about Dorchester’s 
past, with an interesting series of talks lined 
up by Dorchester Civic Society and Dorches-

ter Association at the Dorford Centre.  Tours 
of the Roman Town House will start up again 
in March and Dorset Museum invites you to 
look back at a century of wood engraving, with 
its exhibition Scene through Wood. Shire Hall 
Museum launches Raising Voices, with a series of 
events throughout March exploring the crim-
inal justice system as experienced by women.

The 10-day Dorchester Science Festival in 
March celebrates British Science Week and will 
be enriched by an amazing replica of Mars on 
display at the Corn Exchange.

In April, the William Barnes Society has 
organised a talk on Barnes, Moule and Hardy 
and the Thomas Hardy Society’s study day 
will mark the 150th anniversary of Under the 
Greenwood Tree.

Whatever the weather brings over the next 
few months, Dorchester has much to offer, and 
I hope you enjoy finding out more about the 
town’s fascinating journey through time 

Warmest Wishes

Miranda
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Town Crier

CONGRATULATIONS to Alistair 
Chisholm for retaining the title of 
National Town Crier Champion for 

the 11th year running. This year, he will have 
been Dorchester’s Town Crier for an amazing 
25 years! These incredible achievements rein-
force how important this colourful character 
is to the town. 

Alistair has played a huge role in shaping 
Dorchester and is its biggest ambassador. As a 
blue badge guide, he has passionately promoted 
the town’s heritage and inspired residents and 
visitors alike to appreciate Dorchester’s long 

Oyez!Oyez!
THE TOWN CRIER or bellman can be traced back to medieval times. Two bellmen appear 

in the Bayeaux Tapestry, which depicts the invasion of England by William of Normandy 
and the Battle of Hastings in 1066. It was the job of the bellman or Town Crier to inform 

the townspeople of the latest news, proclamations, bylaws, and any other important informa-
tion, as at this time most folk were illiterate and could not read.

The Town Crier would begin his cry with 
‘Oyez’, from the French ouïr (to listen) which-
means ‘Hear ye’, accompanied by the ringing 
of a large hand bell to attract attention. The cry 
would end with the words, ‘God save the King’ 
or ‘God save the Queen’.

Having read out his message, the Town Crier 
would then attach it to the door post of the 
local inn. This act of ‘posting a notice’ is why 
many newspapers are called ‘The Post’.

Proclaiming the news was not the Town 
Crier’s only role. The main responsibility was 

to patrol the streets after dark, acting as peace 
keeper, arresting miscreants and taking them 
to the stocks for punishment, then posting 
their crimes to show why they were there. It 
was also his job to make sure fires were damped 
down for the night after the curfew bell.

The Town Crier was tasked with reading out 
the crimes at public hangings and then help to 
cut the hanged person down.

Town criers were protected by law. Anything 
they did was done in the name of the monarch, 
and to harm a town crier was an act of treason. 

and interesting history. As well as the familiar 
tricorne hat, he has worn many others over the 
years, campaigning enthusiastically on local 
issues both as a town councillor and former 
president of the Chamber of Commerce.

Alistair has dedicated his award to the staff 
at the Robert White Centre at Dorset County 
Hospital where he has recently completed his 
treatment for prostate cancer.

MARCH THE MONTH is a virtual step challenge for anyone who wants to keep 
active and help beat prostate cancer. Take on 11,000 steps a day throughout March.
Visit marchthemonth.prostatecanceruk.org for more information and to sign up.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Thomas Hardy Explorer
thomas-hardy-explorer.co.uk

Oyez!Oyez!
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THIS BEAUTIFUL Roman glass bowl 
depicting three men and two maenads 
is proudly displayed in the People’s 

Dorset Gallery of the Dorset Museum. Anal-
ysis indicates that after several generations 
of use it was broken when someone tried to 
cut it in half, mostly likely an heirloom being 
shared by heirs.

As a contentious probate specialist, solicitor 
Lucy Mignot is no stranger to disputes between 
families over assets.

‘Sadly, it happens quite frequently’ Lucy says. 
‘Following the death of an individual, disputes 
often arise over their estate and who is entitled 
to what asset – usually money, but also land 
and occasionally chattels (moveable property) 
like family heirlooms.’

Lucy continues ‘It’s why the Colliton Park 
Bowl caught my attention; when 
I heard that it is believed an 
attempt to cut it in half 
was part of an inheritance 
dispute it really resonated 
with me that disputes like 
this have arisen through-
out history.’

Lucy is a senior-associ-
ate with Blanchards Bailey 
LLP and is based in the 
firm’s Dorchester 
office on Queen 
Mother Square.

Blanchards Bailey

BLANCHARDS BAILEY’S Dorchester 
heritage does not go back quite as far 
as the Roman era: Although the firm 

traces its roots back some 100 years, the cur-
rent iteration germinated in the 1980s from 
the merging of several long-established local 
firms.

At that time husband and wife solicitor team 
David and Jean Lang practised as Langs from 
offices in Blandford Forum and Dorchester. 
Established firm Luff & Blanchard (co-founded 

by Douglas Blanchard in the 1920s) also held 
offices in Blandford. Meanwhile, what would 
become the ‘Bailey’ of the firm’s future name, 
Bailey & Co, operated primarily from The 
Plocks in the centre of Blandford Forum having 
effectively been formed in the 1960s and then 
called MW Bailey & Co.

In the late 1980’s, Langs and Luff & 
Blanchard merged under the name Blanchards 
retaining a strong Blandford presence whilst 
forming a consolidated offering in the Langs 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Blanchards Bailey
blanchardsbailey.co.uk

Here for
Long

the
Term

offices at 55 High West Street in Dorchester. 
The offices are now home to prominent estate 
and lettings agents, Dorset Property.

In 2001 Blanchards merged with fellow 
Dorchester firm Creech & Co of 29 High East 
Street, Dorchester (which now houses the 
Posh Partridge Cafe). In 2005 Blanchards’ 
Dorchester office moved to Stowey House in 
the burgeoning development of Poundbury.

In the late 2000s, with Blanchards holding 
offices in Dorchester and Blandford and Bailey 
& Co in Blandford and Shaftesbury, talks of a 
merger began. In 2009 the merger completed 
forming the new partnership Blanchards 
Bailey LLP.

Blanchards Bailey is now a firm of some 95 
staff with offices in Shaftesbury, Blandford 
Forum, Poundbury and Weymouth. The 
firm’s Poundbury office has moved to the 
prominent Newborough House on Queen 
Mother Square in the heart of Poundbury. 
Blanchards Bailey is ranked in the Legal 500 
UK directory as one of the top firms in the 

South West.
Our team of specialist legal experts and 

advisors work proactively with all of our clients 
from our office in Dorchester. We’re here for 
the long term to support and guide you, your 
family and your business through every stage 
of life’s journey.
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SCENE
THROUGH
WOOD

SCENE
THROUGH
WOOD

Dorset Museum

DORSET MUSEUM is delighted to 
display Scene Through Wood which cel-
ebrates one of the most astonishingly 

skillful and richly creative forms of visual art. 
Curated by Anne Desmet RA, currently the 
only engraver elected to the Royal Academy 
of Arts, the exhibition marks 100 years since 
the founding of the Society of Wood Engrav-
ers in 1920. 

It includes 120 works from the Ashmolean’s 
outstanding collection of many thousands 
of prints, plus loans from private collections 
by leading artist-engravers from the 1790s 
right up to the present. They range over 
Romanticism, modernism and abstraction, to 
extraordinary photo-realistic works that defy 
belief. It demonstrates the endless versatility 
of the medium which has been used to depict 
the whole ‘theatre of life’, from work and play, 
war and hardship, designs for industry and 
typography, to natural landscapes and dazzling 
scenes of inner cities. Included are well-known 
names such as William Blake, Samuel Palmer, 
M. C. Escher and Peter Blake; and many women 

artists including Gertrude Hermes RA, Gwen 
Raverat and Edwina Ellis whose outstanding 
works deserve to be better known.

A specially curated selection of wood 
engravings by Reynolds Stone from the col-
lections at Dorset Museum will be displayed 
as part of this exhibition. From his designs for 
the £5 note and fine lettering on book plates 
to his illustrations for the feminist poet and 
author Sylvia Townsend Warner. The display 
also brings together some of the tools and 
woodblocks from his studio in Litton Cheney, 
Dorset.

Interim Director at Dorset Museum, Eliza-
beth Selby said: ‘Dorset Museum are delighted 
to be showing this wonderful exhibition from 
the Ashmolean Museum in our Special Exhibi-
tions Gallery. An exciting events programme 
will accompany the exhibition run, including 
talks and printing workshops.’

SCENE
THROUGH
WOOD
A CENTURY OF 
WOOD ENGRAVING 
9 FEBRUARY TO 1 MAY 2022

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dorset Museum
dorsetmuseum.org

Brooklyn Bridge Afternoon © Anne Desmet
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Thomas Hardy Society

THE THOMAS HARDY SOCIETY held 
its fifth annual study day on Saturday 
23rd October 2021, the theme of which 

was Hardy’s best-loved novel – Tess of the 
d’Urbervilles. We celebrated the 130th anniver-
sary of this most memorable heroine. While 
contemporary society was scandalized by the 
concept of a fallen woman being championed 
as pure, the novel was scathing in its exposure 
of hypocritical nineteenth-century sexual and 
social mores. It is a story that transcends time 
and place, still resonating with audiences the 
world over today.

THIS TALK will evaluate and re-examine the significance 
of William Barnes and Horace Moule as key mentors to Hardy, 
including the classical and literary, philosophical, religious and 

socio-political influences that they had on the Wessex writer and poet.
Mark Damon Chutter is 

the Academic Director of the 
Thomas Hardy Society. He has 
been teaching English for 25 
years. Mark was shortlisted for 
both the TES (Times Educational 
Supplement) ‘Most Innovative 
Teacher of the Year’ and ‘Teacher 
of the Year’. He has a passion for 
everything related to Fordington 
including the Moule family as 

his grandmother lived in the Old 
Vicarage in Salisbury Field from 
1942-1971.

The paper is dedicated to the late 
Warren Davis of Came Rectory – an 
inspiration to us all.

This lecture is organised by the 
William Barnes Society and thus is 
free to attend for WBS members. 
All other attendees are requested 
to pay a fee of £3 on arrival. 

FRIENDS BEYOND – Barnes, Moule and Hardy
A Lecture by Mark Chutter
Saturday 9th April 2022 at 2:30pm
St. George’s Church Hall, Moule Terrace, 3 High Street, Fordington, DT1 1LB

THIS YEAR will mark the 150th anni-
versary of Under the Greenwood Tree, 
perhaps Hardy’s most light-hearted 

novel, but one with hidden depths that 
become evident upon each re-reading.

Its humorous depiction of life in an early 
Victorian rural community places it within Har-
dy’s ‘Novels of Character and Environment’. 
On the surface it concerns the trials and trib-
ulations of the Mellstock Quire, based on the 
quire of which Hardy’s own father and grand-
father were members, and the machinations of 
Fancy Day, the new village schoolmistress, and 
her trio of suitors. It is interwoven with folklore 
and folksong, and underneath can be seen a 
repudiation of the eugenicist theories espoused 
by contemporaries such as Grant Allen and 
Francis Galton. Biological and social harmony 
undergird the novel which best encapsulates 
Hardy’s notion of ‘loving kindness’. 

Tickets are £30 or £15 for Students/
Unwaged. This includes all refreshments, a buf-
fet lunch, and a wine reception at the close of 
the day. It will be followed by dinner at a local 
resturant for those who wish to join us.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:
Professor Simon Gatrell (University of Georgia in 
Athens, U.S.): ‘Why Did Hardy Decide to Group Under 
the Greenwood Tree with the Novels of Character and 
Environment?’ Professor Angelique Richardson (University 
of Exeter): ‘Hardy’s Environments’. Dr Peter Robson (The 
Folklore Society, U.K.): ‘Under the Greenwood Tree and 
Beyond: The Mellstock Quire and Other Dorset Church 
Bands in Hardy’s Writings and in Life’. And a performance 
by The New Hardy Players of Songs from the Novel.

STUDY DAY 2022 
– Under the Greenwood Tree
In Conjunction with the University of Exeter

Saturday 23rd April at 10:00am
Registration opens at 9:15am
Town Hall in the Corn Exchange, High East Street, 
Dorchester, DT1 1HF

of the D’urbervilles
Another Successful Study Day

This year was quite different to the previous 
occasions as we had a number of pre-recorded 
presentations from speakers from as far afield 
as India, who were unable to travel due to Covid 
restrictions, but it in no way detracted from 
an insightful and enjoyable day! Talks ranged 
across various subjects including sympathy, 
the senses, marginality, evangelicalism, sound-
scapes, sites of ruin, the human/nature divide 
and religious hypocrisy.  

There was also an illustrated talk covering 
Tess’s perambulations, and a wonderful per-
formance by Tim Laycock from the New Hardy 
Players retelling the story of Tess from the 
point of view of an old villager looking back. 
The fantastic Paul 
Nichols at Hendover 
Cafe once again pro-
vided the catering 
for the day which was 
excellent as usual, 
and our delegates, 
who had travelled 
from all over the 
country to attend, 
were full of praise.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Thomas Hardy Society
hardysociety.orgHorace Moule

William Barnes

Tim Laycock

Death of Prince, the Durbeyfield horse

Tess

Thomas Hardy

“In stagnant blackness they waited through 
an interval which seemed endless.”
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Roman Town House

FOR CENTURIES, Colliton Park, in the north-west corner of the fortified Roman town of 
Durnovaria. remained open land. It was reputed once to have been the site of the monastic 
hospital of St John the Baptist, before being purchased by the Churchill family after the 

dissolution of the monasteries. It became the grounds of Colliton House and used to graze cattle. 
Dorset County Council purchased the land in 1933 to build County Hall, their new headquarters.

An archaeological excavation uncovered the 
remains of eight buildings from the Roman 
period, of which the Town House was the most 
important and best preserved. The plans were 
modified to protect the site and it is now the 
only example of a fully exposed Roman Town 
House in the country. 

The site was originally used as a chalk quarry 
and had a Roman lime kiln for making mortar. 
Quarry buildings were also found on site. The 
Town House is thought to have been at the end 
of a street with industrial buildings, stables, 
shops and simpler lodgings with a buffer zone 
between the industrial buildings and the house, 
which may have been an orchard. 

The Town House was built quite late in the 

Roman occupation, from around 300AD and 
had four phases in its development. It was 
originally three separate houses before being 
converted into an impressive single dwelling 
around 50 years later.

It would probably have been a damp place to 
live as the ground there slopes downward, but 
the occupants may have chosen the location 
to oversee the industrial activity taking place 
there. The painted plaster walls, ornate mosaic 
floors and architectural features, including 
glazed windows, two hypercausts and its own 
well, certainly suggest the owners were wealthy.

A large number of artifacts were found, rang-
ing from pottery cooking vessels, jewellery, 
writing equipment and fine glassware, includ-

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Roman Town House
dorsetmuseum.org/romantownhouse

ing the engraved Colliton Park bowl. Many of 
these are on display in the People’s Dorset Gal-
lery at Dorset Museum.

Infant burials were found in five locations. 
The Romans did not believe that children 
became people until the age of four so weren’t 
subject to the same restrictions as adults, who 
had to be buried outside the town. Burial of 
infants within the house was believed to bring 
good luck and was maybe a way to remember 
them and keep them close. 

As Roman control of Britain declined, 
Dorchester became less prosperous, and the 
Town House was likely abandoned in the fifth 
century. 

The grounds are free to visit and tours of the 
internal structure can be booked online via the 
Dorset Museum website.

The Roman Town House

Revealed
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Dorchester Civic Society

DORCHESTER CIVIC SOCIETY 
runs a year-round programme of 
Dorchester-themed talks aimed at 

encouraging awareness and civic pride in our 
town. The talks are led by local experts and 
are open to all. The Spring and Summer 2022 
season kicks off in March with the Heritage 
Series.

All talks are held at the Dorford Centre and 
are free for members and £3 for non-members.

TALKS PROGRAMME
TUESDAY 1ST MARCH, 7:30pm – 9:00pm
How Local Authorities Can Help Develop 
Heritage Assets, Dr James Weir, Senior 
Conservation Officer at Dorset Council

TUESDAY 5TH APRIL, 7:30pm – 9:00pm
Restoring Dorchester’s Architectural 
Heritage, Anthony Williams, Director at 
Crickmay Stark Architects

TUESDAY 3RD MAY, 7:30pm – 9:00pm
The Impact of Climate Change on Stately 
Homes: Athelhampton House, A Case Study
Giles Keating, Owner of Athelhampton 
House

WEDNESDAY 8TH JUNE, 6:30pm – 8:00pm
The Role of the Salisbury Civic Society in 
Civic Pride and Placemaking, Stephanie 
Siddons Deighton and Richard Dean, Chair 
and Vice Chair of Salisbury Civic Society

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dorchester Civic Society
dorchestercivicsociety.org.uk

The 
Heritage 
Series
of Talks

The Dorford Centre
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Shire Hall Museum

RAISING VOICES EVENTS

TUESDAY 8TH MARCH, 10:00am – 6:00pm 
Raising Voices Open Day (FREE)

TUESDAY 8TH MARCH, 6:30pm 
Talk: Martha Brown, capital punishment and 
women in the criminal justice system, 
Dr Rose Wallis (Ticket: £6)

TUESDAY 15TH MARCH, 7:00pm 
Talk: Let’s Talk About Sex: Reflections on 
Deviant Women in the Criminal Justice 
System, Dr Jane Healey (Ticket: £6)

TUESDAY 22ND MARCH, 6:30pm 
Talk: The Incredible Mrs Van Der Elst, 
Brian Bates (Ticket: £6)

We believe that everyone’s story 
has a right to be told and heard

IN MARCH 2022, Shire Hall Museum launches Raising Voices. The first instalment will focus 
on women and the justice system, in particular the stories of Elizabeth Martha Brown, 
Charlotte Bryant and Violet Van Der Elst.  

New interpretation throughout the museum 
will offer visitors the opportunity to reflect on 
the three women’s experiences of the criminal 
justice system, the factors that influenced what 
happened to them and if similar influences still 
exist today. 

Abbie King, Director of Shire Hall said: 
‘Everyone at Shire Hall Museum is thrilled to 
launch Raising Voices: Women and the Justice 
System. We believe that everyone’s story has a 

right to be told and heard, which is why we’ve 
created this series. 

‘Throughout history, and even still today, the 
voices and experiences of women are not lis-
tened to. As such, when curating Raising Voices, 
it was extremely important to us that the voices 
of these women were 
used to tell their sto-
ries. Extracts from 
Violet’s book, Char-

Raising Voices
Women and the Justice System

lotte’s letters and 
Martha’s final con-
fession will feature in 
the series, alongside 
modern and contem-
porary sources.’ 

As part of Raising 
Voices, Shire Hall 
is hosting a selec-
tion of free and 
paid events. These 
include an open 
day on International Women’s Day (Tuesday 
8th March) where the public can visit Raising 
Voices for FREE and a talk from Dr Rose Wallis 
on the broader legal and cultural significance 
of the case of Martha Brown and its reso-
nance today.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Shire Hall Museum
shirehalldorset.org/whats-onElizabeth Martha Brown 

Elizabeth Martha Brown Elizabeth Martha Brown Charlotte Bryant

Violet Van Der Elst

Violet Van Der Elst

Dorset County Gaol Gate c1850Voices
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Dorchester Science Festival

BUILDING ON the success of previous science events in Dorchester, the popular Family 
Science Fair will be taking place on the 13th March at the Dorset Museum. This year, the 
Fair will be partnering with a range of organisations across the town to create an exciting 

10 day ‘Dorchester Science Festival’. 
Events will be held by Waterstones, the 

Dorchester Library and Learning Centre, 
Brewery Square, Cape Farewell and the Thomas 
Hardye School. In addition, Dorchester Arts 
are putting on a brilliant family show, called 
‘Top Secret: The Magic of Science’.  They will 
also be one of the first venues in the UK to 
showcase Luke Jerram’s incredible installation 
of Mars – a seven-metre diameter artwork, 
which will be on display at the Corn Exchange 
from Tuesday 8th March to Tuesday 15th 
March. Entry to Mars is free, although public 
access times will vary. There will be additional 

Mars related shows and events that people can 
book tickets for.  

The Family Science Fair at the Dorset 
Museum is aimed at children aged 4 plus, but 
people of all ages will enjoy. There will be 
two sessions on the day between 11am-1pm 
and 2pm-4pm. Although the event is free, 
tickets must be booked in advance via Dorset 
Museum’s website. The event will host a 
range of local scientists providing fascinating 
hands-on learning and experiments. 

The Dorchester Science Festival is 
programmed as part of the national British 

Science Week, which runs from the 11th 
to 20th March and is a celebration of 
science, technology, engineering and 
maths.

BRITISH 
SCIENCE 
WEEK
comes to 
Dorchester

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dorchester Science Festival
facebook.com/dorchestersciencefestival
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William Barnes Society

THE PEOPLE’S DORSET GALLERY on 
the first floor of the newly transformed 
Dorset Museum in Dorchester 

displays some artefacts associated with the 
poet William Barnes. These include a 1901 
copy of Linden Lea, a piano composition by 
Ralph Vaughn Williams for Barnes’ poem 
My Orcha’d in Linden Lea. Readers of this 
magazine may be familiar with the song 
from school choir days, but not realise 
that the words are those of the Dorset 
dialect poet.

This was not the only Barnes poem to be 
set to music by Vaughn Williams. The newly 
formed Barnes Society, established in Shaftes-
bury as part of the town’s 1951 Festival of Britain 
celebrations, commissioned Vaughn Williams 
to compose a piano accompaniment to a poem 
by Barnes called In the Spring. Vaughn Williams 
dedicated his composition to the Society and 
it was first performed on November 21st, 1952. 
The poem celebrates love in springtime and 
the beauty of ‘the maid ov all maidens’, the 
beloved of the poet.

The Dorset Museum archives hold several let-
ters between Vaughn Williams and the Society 
about the composition. Vaughn Williams felt this 
charming and intimate poem was better suited 
to a solo performance rather than a choir. And 
that is typically how In the Spring is performed. 
As we look ahead to better days and indeed to 
spring, the final verse of the poem delightfully 
captures the poet’s hopes for the future.

Other musical settings of poems by William 
Barnes as well as readings are on the Society’s 
website and an online production of A Dorset 
Spring through the Poetry of William Barnes will 
be available from 27th March 2022 to 27th 
March 2023.

In the Spring
by William Barnes

My love is the maid ov all maidens,
Though all mid be comely,

Her skin’s lik’ the jessamy blossom
A-spread in the Spring.

Her smile is so sweet as a beäby’s
Young smile on his mother,

Her eyes be as bright as the dew drop
A-shed in the Spring.

O grey-leafy pinks o’ the geärden,
Now bear her sweet blossoms;

Now deck wi’ a rwose-bud, O briar,
Her head in the Spring.

O light-rollen wind blow me hither,
The väice ov her talken,

Or bring vrom her veet the light doust,
She do tread in the Spring.

O zun, meäke the gil’cups all glitter,
In goold all around her;

An’ meäke o’ the deäisys’ white flowers
A bed in the Spring.

O whissle gäy birds, up bezide her,
In drong-waÿè, an’ woodlands,

O zing, swingen lark, now the clouds,
Be a-vled in the Spring.

An’ who, you mid ax, be my praises
A-meäken so much o’,

An’ oh! ‘tis the maid I’m a-hopen
To wed in the Spring.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
William Barnes Society
williambarnessociety.org.uk

Sping
tim

with
William 
Barnes
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St Peter’s Ringers

YOU MAY well 
have heard 
the bells of 

St Peter’s church, 
Dorchester, ring-
ing for all sorts of 
occasions lately, as 
well as at the usual 
times. Being the 
town centre tower, 

the ringers take their duty to ring for civic 
events seriously. From ringing ‘half-muffled’ 
on Remembrance Sunday, the solemnest bells 
can sound, to sounding bright and clear on 
Christmas morning, the team of ringers ring 
the changes for the town’s benefit, as well as 
their own.

However, each bell takes one person to to 
ring, and, while the ringers of St George’s, Ford-
ington, have been very helpful in making up 
the numbers for special occasions, new recruits 
for St Peter’s tower are being searched for.

Ringer Alastair Simpson said, ‘Many people 

think you need to be terribly strong to ring 
bells, and that’s not the case at all. Once you’ve 
learned to handle a bell, a whole network 
of interesting people all over the country is 
opened to you. Learning to ring would suit 
anyone from mid-teens to the recently retired.’

MONDAY EVENINGS, 7:30pm – 9:00pm 
St Peter’s Ringers practice.

A PEAL FOR 
BELLRINGERS

FOR MORE INFORMATION
St Peter’s Ringers
dorchester.bells@gmail.com

COVID PERMITTING, 
Dorchester Association 
hopes to continue their 

meetings at the Dorford Centre.
The talks are free to members. Non-members 

are welcome with a suggested donation of £3.
Why not join? It only costs £10 per year. If 

you are interested, please contact the Member-
ship Secretary or join at a meeting.

THURSDAY 24TH FEBRUARY, 7:30pm 
Talk: The Old Radio Station, Bridport Road by 
Paul Hawkins

THURSDAY MARCH 31ST, 7:30pm 
Talk: Benjamin Ferrey - the man who rebuilt 
Wessex by Dr. Francis Burroughs

Dorchester Association

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dorchester Association
dorchester-association.co.uk
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STAND

CAMPAIGNERS OPPOSED to plans to build 4,000 houses on the outskirts of Dorchester 
are planning to recreate one of Thomas Hardy’s most memorable scenes – the Skimmity 
Ride from The Mayor of Casterbridge.

Sometimes referred to as a Skimmington 
Ride, this rural tradition was intended to heap 
shame on adulterers or other miscreants. Effi-
gies of the offending couple would be paraded 
through the village accompanied by a crowd 
making as much noise as possible by beating on 
pots and pans or anything that came to hand.  
In the novel, effigies of Lucetta and Henchard 
are tied back-to-back on a donkey.

To draw attention to the plan, STAND (Save 

The Area North of Dorset) is inviting the public 
to meet at Maumbury Rings at 10am on Satur-
day, April 2nd and march through the town 
centre. There will be music, speeches and, of 
course, that Skimmity ride. Contact Nigel Kay 
on 01305 269401.

STAND Campaign 
brings the Skimmity Ride 
back to Dorchester

FOR MORE INFORMATION
STAND
stand-dorchester.net
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http://blanchardsbailey.co.uk
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